Accidental Burn by Intentional Laxative Use.
The purpose of this study was to present a case report and review the relevant literature on laxative-induced dermatitis being mistaken for scald injury and child abuse. A 33-month-old girl presented with partial thickness burn to the buttocks and perineum, which were suspected to be caused by child abuse. On further investigation, the parents had been administering large doses of laxatives to the child for chronic constipation. Child abuse by burning has characteristic physical examination findings, which differ from the pattern of laxative-induced dermatitis that has been reported in the literature. Diapers appear to be a risk factor for laxative-induced dermatitis. Surprisingly, the dose of laxative does not correlate with the severity of the burn injury. All physicians must be aware of the possibility of laxative-induced dermatitis mimicking scald burn injury to the buttocks. Parents should be educated about the risk of administering over-the-counter laxatives to children.